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Chapter 1 Overview

Consonants

Vowels

New Concepts:

The Right to Left Directionality of Hebrew
The Spatial Relationships between Hebrew Vowels and Hebrew Consonants



Chapter 1

p

This Hebrew Letter is called Lamed.
It makes the same sound as the English letter L.

Exercise 1: Find the Lameds in the passage. Can you find all 14 of them?

VY)Y MY, 19293 ThYD ¥v 20D ARy 1222 1)
NN FNVN TINYD 72T 72 NN DI

Most of the dots and lines above and below the letters are vowels
(like a, e, i, 0, u, and sometimes y in English).

This is how the same Hebrew passage looks without vowels:

MUY 1YY 1955 7105 ,¥nvd ,5>5WnDY aND 1253 1M
MANNRA TN TINON 1127 DD DX DIPI)

The dots that you still see are either part of the consonant letters or a
grammatical dot called a dageish (V)7) that you will learn about later.



Hebrew is read from right to left.

Hebrew

MVY2) 1Y, 1271 197 YYD 575wn33 PIN7 127210
ANND NP TINDN 22T 52 NN OIPA

(The opposite direction of English.)

English

And place in our hearts [the will] to understand and to discern, to heed, to
learn, and to teach, and to observe, to perform, and to fulfill all that is in your
Torah with love.

You can tell that Hebrew goes from right to left because of where the second
line of the Hebrew text ends. There is empty space on the left.

This is the opposite of the English text (a translation of the Hebrew), which
has empty space on the right of its last line.



p

One dot below the letter makes an “ee” sound, like in “Lee.”

This “ee” vowel is called chirik (7>7°n)

2

Two horizontal dots below the letter makes an “ay” sound, like in “lay.”

This “ay” vowel is called tzeireh (n7Y).

Reading Exercise 1

F E D C B A

P, P, 2 p p p 1
P, P, 2 p 2 p 2
P, p, p p p, 2 3
72 77 7 27 7 22 4




7

This Hebrew Letter is called Kuf
It makes the same sound as the English letter K.

Exercise 2: Find the Kufs in the passage. Can you find all 6 of them?

2IN23,017) MY ININ DYITPRY DY DA TNV N Y¥TR)
VTR VIR, UITR - 0N NT DN DY RIPY LN T2 DY

Reading Exercise 2

F E D C B A

P P P P P P 1
? P P P P P 2
P P P P ? ? 3
PR | RP | PP ? P |




[t’s time to learn a new vowel!
2P

Three dots in a triangle below a letter makes an “eh” sound, like in “Let.”

This “eh” vowel is called segol (5130)

Reading Exercise 3

F E D C B A

R R P P 7 7 1
5 5 5 5 5 5 2
o o P2 2% bl7 R 3
PR P2 72 lP P2 P2 4




n

This Hebrew Letter is called Tav
It makes the same sound as the English letter T.

Exercise 3: Find the Tavs in the passage. Can you find all 7 of them?

DTN P32 DY NXIAN ,N29D YY) ,NNRD N ,N22 NDIIN)
.D92 1339 NIR TN 17202

Cultural Note:

Note that sometimes the tav (3) appears with a dot (called a dageish) in the
middle and sometimes without the dot (1N). For our purposes, both versions of
Tav sound the same. However, you should know that in the Ashkenazic dialect
of Hebrew, the tav without a dot (1) is pronounced as a S, while only the tav

with the dageish () is pronounced as a T.

Reading Exercise 4




Exercise 4. Fill in this chart.

Sound Name of Letter | Hebrew Letter

~

Exercise 5. Draw lines matching the Hebrew and English words.

Take n2
Kelly ’?Q
Let Pn
Tech op
Tell

o7
Cake

on
Tail

P
Kale



Reading Exercise 5

F E D C B A
R Z2X 2 2 P n
72 o nn n2 nR nR
P2 2 Z22 288 P2 n?
1) 2 7R PR Y 2
no 7P np np 77 PR

m | w9 77m 72 22
MR | MW P n22 nm | neR
Exercise 6. Fill in this chart.
Sound Name of Vowel | Hebrew Vowel
N
N
N




Answer Key

Exercise 1

NVY2) YD, 1291 127 ,¥nvh ,22wn71 PAn7 1372 1M
NINND TN TIPD 2127 72 NN O

Exercise 2

2122 ,01IH 2PY3 NN DY TPRY DY, 021V THY MY UTR)
VITR ,UITR VTR - 0N DY ON N RIPY TN T2 DY

Exercise 3

DTN P2 DIDY INIM ,NZ9N 1Y) ,1RD N2)PY 122 NOIN)
.02 T2 NN TINOM ,172N?2

Exercise 4

Take / ﬂl?
Kelly IR
Let PR
Tech P
Tell \ / o
Cake 59
Tail

P
Kale
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